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A
mici Forever founder and ‘operatic pop’ star 
Geoff Sewell is spending most of his summer 
back in his familiar New Zealand region of 
Hawke’s Bay. December sees him taking the 

star role on stage at Cox Partners Christmas at the Park 
and in January he will be the Artist in Residence for the 
2019 New Zealand Singing School in Napier. 

A multi-platinum-selling recording artist who achieved 
international commercial success through operatic pop 
group Amici Forever, he was Havelock North High School 
head boy in 1989, an all-rounder in singing and sporting 
activities, and former merchant banker until a family 
tragedy led him to change career.

“At the age of 27 I was near broke 
and without an agent. I almost quit 
chasing the singing dream and I 
contemplated going back to my job at 
the National Bank,” Geoff said.

But brazenly, he successfully posted a late audition tape to 
the Boston Conservatory. He was the first Antipodean to 
be accepted there.

“It took a kid from Havelock North High School to 
make the phone calls and say ‘OK, we can make things 
happen’,” Geoff recalls. And he firmly believes his 
perseverance and positive views on life kept him on track. 
Now an international face of operatic pop music and a 
millionaire business owner, he needs no further proof. 

Trained at the Boston Conservatory of Music in America, 
Geoff went on to perform in London’s West End, creating 
entertainment company Incognito Artists, of which he is 
now Global CEO. After performing at the FA Cup Final at 
the Millennium Stadium in Wales, Geoff, with his wife, 
Simone, created the world’s first multi-platinum-selling 
pop-opera group Amici Forever, which has sold over 3.5 
million albums worldwide and had two No.1 albums. 

The members of Amici Forever met when rehearsing and 
performing at opera venues around the world. Their first 



album, released in 2004, made its debut at No. 2 on the 
Billboard Classical Crossover chart and was nominated for 
best album at the Classical British Awards 2004.

Although based in London for the past 15 years, Geoff 
says he is still a Hawke’s Bay boy through and through. 
He was inducted into Havelock High School’s Hall of 
Fame alongside motor racing star Greg Murphy and now 
runs his music-based businesses through London and 
Auckland offices. “It was this school that really formed 
who I am today. At 35, I look back and go ‘actually, those 
people really made a difference in my life’,” Geoff said.

Geoff’s first summer engagement will 
have him woo the 15–20,000-strong 
Christmas crowd at the Cox Partners 
Hawke’s Bay’s Christmas at the Park. 

The event, in its 13th year as a professional event, is a 
free-to-enter Christmas celebration. Covering the whole 
of Hawke’s Bay, it is now held in Hastings and Napier on 
alternate years. This year it’s at the Regional Sports Park 
in Hastings on 15 December and is produced by the Kaisen 
Charitable Trust, which was a finalist in the National 
Community Events awards last year.

The second major home event for Geoff this summer will 
be to mentor the 70–80 New Zealand Singing School 
students in January. He will also perform at public 
concerts with the School’s students at concert venues in 
Hawke’s Bay. 

As Artist in Residence, this gives him the opportunity 
to give back music industry knowledge, and provide 
advice and tips to aspiring singers on how he achieved 
commercial success as a singer.
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Dave Dobbyn, Cox Partners Christmas at the Park 2015

Above and below: Musical Theatre ensembles performed by New Zealand Singing School students



Q&A with Geoff Sewell

What do you miss about Hawke’s Bay? 

The cool and AMAZING PEOPLE, the beauty, the smells 

in the air on those chilly, frosty Hawke’s Bay mornings. 

That’s very nostalgic to me. The sense of community I 

miss too: family, church, school, general life. London is the 

antithesis of this.

 

Do you ever think you will move the family to 

Hawke’s Bay? 

Who knows? That’s the magical thing about life, you 

never know what’s ahead. I would love to! I saw Te Mata 

Homestead in Havelock North was up for sale recently 

with a tennis court and swimming pool and an area for a 

concert stage. That would be cool!  Recreate the bliss I 

had growing up in Havelock North. It’s a bit tricky to work 

in Europe and the US and live in Hawke’s Bay though.  

What’s been your singing career highlight so far?

Wow, there have been so many! I’ll always treasure 

singing for The Queen at the Royal Albert Hall for 

Remembrance Sunday; singing for members of the Royal 

Family is always a privilege and when I sang for Prince 

Charles at Windsor Castle he said to me afterwards how 

much he loves New Zealand. 

Singing on the pitch at the FA Cup Final and the 

Champions League Final in front of millions of people 

worldwide was epic. I played soccer as a boy and I was 

shaking in my boots at the magnitude of the moment, the 

atmosphere was electric and unforgettable. Singing for 

Nelson Mandela was definitely a highlight, his aura was 

incredible. A concert a couple of months ago inside the 

Kremlin in Moscow was surreal – I might be the only 

Kiwi to perform inside Red Square ever.

The security for Putin was insane. I’ve loved performing 

with, and for, many legends and household names, 

as well as ordinary people doing extraordinary things. 

Long may it continue. I hope to sing till I drop. I 

dreamed of singing at the Sydney Opera House when I 

was young, so selling out that venue the first time was 

a highlight, with Mum, Dad and sister Claire in the front 

row. There have been so many memorable moments, 

pinch-yourself moments, that I’m beyond grateful for. 

Literally too many to count.  

But perhaps THE highlight might be an intimate, private 

gig the night before the World Cup Final 2015 for the 

All Blacks team members and management at their 

hotel just outside London; my wife Simone and I just 

hanging out with the boys. There was me singing in 

front of such Kiwi legends, ‘How Great Thou Art’ et 

al., the night before the biggest game of their lives. I 

wanted to laugh and cry. BOOM!

“We are absolutely thrilled to have Geoff Sewell on 
board,” says New Zealand Singing School Trust Chair, 
Helen Walker. 

“He has so much wisdom to 
share with our students – not 
only about performing but also 
about how to promote yourself 
on the world stage and be 
commercially successful as an 
international singer.”

The NZ Singing School is the only residential summer 
singing school in the southern hemisphere that caters 
for students with significant potential. The School 

New Zealand Singing School 
Advanced Classics Concert soloist
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is unique in that it covers both contemporary and 
classical musical genres. Applicants audition for a 
place at the School and must have had at least three 
years singing tuition to enter.

The School is held biennially at the Eastern Institute of 
Technology in Taradale. The next Singing School will 
be held from 4 to 14 January 2019. While the School 
is held in Hawke’s Bay, it is a national event. In 2019 
there will be 78 students, including 12 from Australia 
and one from India.  

Unique in the southern hemisphere, it covers both 
musical theatre and classical musical genres. And 
it provides the opportunity to study both classical 
and crossover singing genres, which is a particularly 
important feature for a productive singing career. 

Many students progress to international careers and 
recognition, acknowledging that the School has been 
a turning point in their careers, helping them to 
decide on which genre they will focus and whether 
they have the drive to commit to a professional 
singing career. The School has a faculty of national 
and international acclaim, providing students with 
learning experiences that they might not otherwise 
receive through their regular study or training. 

Hawke’s Bay is rich in raising 
great international inspiring 
heroes. Geoff is certainly one. 
And you just might see him 
walking down the street in 
Hawke’s Bay this summer.

Geoff Sewell as a member of Amici Forever


